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TO  THE 


READER. 

TT  HOUGH  the  difputes  of  individuals  arc 
in  general  but  little  interefting  to  the  Public 
at  large,  fo  much  has  been  faid  in  different 
circles  on  that  ^vhich  fome  time  ago  happen- 
ed between  Meffrs.  Brand  and  Ford,  and  its 
origin,  progrefs,  and  termination  have  been 
fo  varioiifly  reprefented,  that  in  order  to  pre- 
vent all  further  miflakes,  it  has  been  thought 
proper  to  publilh  genuine  copies  of  the  Letters 
that  paffed  between  Meffrs.  Brand,  Hod- 
ges, and  Ford,  upon  that  fubjedt.  By 
thefe,  fuch  Readers  as  think  this  matter 
a proper  fubjefl  for  their  examination,  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  making  a juft  eftimate 
of  the  merits  of  each ; and  from  hence,  as 
the  only  genuine  fource  of  information,  draw 
proofs  tending  to  exculpate  or  condemn  each 
of  the  opponents. 

The  medical  profeflion  is  a kind  of  public 
one,  and  thofe  who  exercife  it  are,  confider- 
ing  its  importance,  held  to  be  amenable  to 
the  world  to  give  proofs  of  their  integrity  and 
honour  as  well  as  of  their  Ikill.  This  thcre- 
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fore,  joined  to  that  impatience  which  every 
man  mnft  feel  at  the  flighteft  attempt  to  call 
a ftain  upon  his  condud,  either  through  igno- 
rance or  prejudice,  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  afuffi- 
cient  apology  for  making  a public  defence  a- 
^gainft  a private  attack;  and  as  the  Letters  here 
inferted  are  original  and  authentic,  none 
can  complain  of  injuftice  or  want  of  can- 
dour. Each  party  mufifland  or  fall  by  his  own 
Words,  given  under  his  own  hand  : ^ 

Verhum  emljfum  pent,  Litera  fcripta  manet.  ^ 

Although  h-Ir.  Brand  has  ever  bellowed  his 
attention  on  the  indullrious  clafs  of  Patients 
.who  are  unifble  to  difcharge  the  profeffional 
fees  of  Surgeons,  and  in  the  palliative  cure  of 
Ruptures  has  applied  proper  bandages  at  the 
expence  ufually  charged  by  trufsmakers,  yet 
he  never  imagined  that  this,  which  he  intend- 
ed as  an  ad  of  humanity,  Ihould  be  made  ufe‘ 
of  as  a precedent  to  deprive  him  of  his  rights 
as  a Surgeon^  i 

Mr.  Brand’s  reafons  for  publiiliing  thefe 
Letters  are  to  be  found  in  that  of  March  ay, 
1784,  which  is  added  to  thefe. 
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letter  I. 

To  EDWARD'  FORD,  Efq. 

SIR,  Soho-Square,  January  22,  1785. 

IT  is  with  the  extremeft  concern  that  I find 
myfelf  under  the  difagreeable  neceflity  of 
writing  to  you.  But  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
Gentleman,  who  has  a proper  refpedt  for  his  cha- 
radler,  to  permit  no  one  to  flander  hipn  with  im- 
punity. The  injured,  indeed,  are  not  always  fo 
fortunate  as  to  difcover  their  traducers  ; and, 
when  difcovered,  they  are  fometimes  fo  far  be- 
neath their  notice,  that  no  perfonal  regard  can 
be  paid  to  them.  Such  can  only  be  treated 
with  filent  contempt.  Their  calumnies  conftant- 
ly  and  completely  defeat  themfelves.  In  what 
light  I ought  to  confider  you,  time  muft  foort 
difcover. 

You  are  an  entire  ftranger  to  rne,  and  it  has 
fo  happened,  that,  until  you  thought  proper  to 
trouble  yourfelf  with  my  concerns,  I never  heard 
of  your  name. 

The 
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The  executor  of  a patient,  whom  I attended 
about  a year  ago,  refufed  to  pay  me,  and  I was 
obliged  to  employ  my  attorney.  It  appears,  that 
his  refufal  was  entirely  in  conlequence  of  your 
telling  him,  that  my  charge  was  more  than  I 
could  demand.  Mr.  Patterfon,  upon  better  en- 
quiry, and  applying  to  Gentlemen  of  unqueftion- 
able  honor  and  the  firft  rank  in  their  profeffion 
{who  attended  the  cafe  with  me),  finding  that 
you  had  milled  him,  gave  you  up,  as  the  only, 
reparation  in  his  power  to  make  for  his  condudt. 
How  you  could  be  a judge  of  what  you  did  not  fee, 
yourfelf  muft  determine ; but  by  your  valuation, 
1 am  induced  to  fufpedt  that  you  are  not  much 
in  the  habit  of  performing  operations  of  fuch 
confcquence,  as  that  for  the  ftrangulated  hernia. 

No  Gentleman,  certainly,  would  take  the  li- 
berty of  putting  a value  upon  another’s  trouble, 
None  but  a fool  or  a knave  would'  undervalue 
another  practitioner.  To  tell  Mr.  Patterfon  that 
I had  a right  to  no  more  than  he  offered,  was 
tantamount  to  declaring  my  charge  an  impofi- 
tion.  How  5'ou  dared  to  make  fuch  an  accula- 
tion  againft  my  character,  is  what  I call  upon  you 
to  anfwerj  and  be  affured.  Sir,  I fhall  not  give  you 
up  until  I have  received  ample  fatisfaCtion  for 
the  injury  you  have  done  me. 

You  had  the  artful  precaution  ot  endeavouring 
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td  fkulk  behind  a promife  df  fecrecy,  Which  you 
' extorted  from  Mr.  Patterfdn.  Was  that  the 
oondilft  of  a Gentleman  ? Was  it  either  fair  or 
honorable?  That  circumftance,  alone,  proves, 
beyond  all  doubt,  that  you  was  even  confcious 
of  doing  a bafe  aftion*  Had  you  been  acting 
like  a man  Of  honor,  why  did  you  require  fe- 
crecy ? Secrecy  is  the  black  refuge  of  the  dark 
affaffin. 

The  worft  of  people  have  fome  reafon  that  > 
urges  them  to  bad  adions ; but  I cannot  difcover 
even  the  fmalleft  pretence^  you  can  have,  for 
making  me  the  immediate  obje£t  of  your  bafehefs. 

1 am  entirely  unacquainted  with  you,  and,  as  I ne- 
ver did  offence  to  any  one,  I am  very  fare  you  cah 
have  no  refentment  to  gratify  againft  me»  Yolhr 
condudt,  therefore,  muft  arife  from  an  innate 
wickednefs,  which  can  only  be  accounted  for 
from  the  influence  of  a bad  heart. 

Had  it  been  your  pleafure  to  do  me  a wrong, 
why  be  a traitor  to  the  profefHon  of  furgery,  and 
endeavour  to  leflTen  it  ? In  attempting  to  lefleil 
another  furgeon^s  merits,  you  wanted  the  coilif 
mon  virtue  of  the  meanefl:  mechanics. 

Did  you  imagine,  that  by  afTufning  the  im* 
portance  of  a didtator  you  could  raife  your  oWn  ? 

Be  affured,  Sir,  if  you  have  no  other  confequince 
than  what  you  have  derived  from  injuring  me, 
you  fliall  not  long  remain  poflefled  of  that. 
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In  the  emotions  of  honeft  refentmcnt,  it  bbut 
too  common  to  make  a wafte  of  words.  I feel  my- 
felf  in  that  error,, and  will  haflen  to  the  necelTary 
point.  Had  you  been  contemptible  enough  to 
have  merited  only  contempt,  I would  have  fpared 
myfelf  this  trouble.  There  is  a recent  inftance, 
to  prove  that  1 can  fee  the  fallhoods  of  a mean 
fellow  * ftand  perfonally  unrefuted.  Poffibly 
you  have  been  weak  enough  to  draw  a falfe  con- 
clufion  from  my  condudt  in  that  cafe.  If  fo,  you 
had  even  lefs  refpeft  for  yourfelf,  than  I (hall 
fliew  you,  becaufe  1 underftand  you  are  related 
to  Dr.  Ford,  who'  is  a refpeftable  charadter ; and 
I fliall  give  you  the  privileges  of  a gentleman, 
becaufe  you  happen  to  be  a furgeon,  although  I 
'Ihall  not  be  lefs  fparing  in  my  purfwit  of  jufticc 
on  thefe  accounts. 

■ T am  not  to  be  informed  how  d’rfagrecable  and 
ill-becoming  difputes  of  this  kind  are  to  men  of 
our  profeffion.  I enter  upon  it  with  reludtance, 
I own  with  the  fincereft  reludlance.  But  I can- 
not live  under  a falfe  and  injurious  accufation 

Alluding  to  a fcurrilous  pamphlet  publllhed  by  one  Shel- 
drake, a Trufs-maker.  Mr.  Brand  took  no  perfonal  notice  of 
it,  "but  brought  an  aftion  in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  and 
Sheldrake  was  caft  as  the  author  of  a falfe,  fcandalous,  and  ma- 
licious' libel  againft  IVlr.  Brand’s  chara6tcr.  IN^r.  Ford  attend- 
ed the  libeller  in  Court.— Mr.  Brand  was  totally  unacquainted 
with  thecvmicdUoa  whctt  he  wrote  the  letters  relative  to  Pat- 
ter fon.  . - 
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^ainft  my  reputation — it  is  dearer  to  every  man 
of  honor  than  life  itfelf. 

Whatever  fteps  I may  hereafter  find  it  necef* 
fary  to  t^ke,  you  will  fee  that  I fliall  adt  openly 
and  honorably  towards  you,  although  your  con- 
du6l  has  made  it  more  a condefcenfion  on  my 
part  than  any  juft  claim  of  your  own. 

. To  fum  up  the  whole  : — Your  conduft  has 
been  fecret,  falfe,  and  injurious  to  my  reputation. 
You  have  done  me  the  worft  of  injuries,  and  you 
Ihall  do  me  ample  juftice.  I expeft  to  hear  from 
you  immediately. 

I am,  S I R, 

^ Yours,  &c.  j 

• 

T.^BRAND. 


‘ , L E T T E R ' II. 

To  T.  R A N D,  Efq. 
SIR,.'  ’ ^ 

TT  is  impoflible  you  can  expeft  I Ihould  anfwer 
the  queftions  fuggefted  in  your  letter,  as  they 
are  accompanied  with  charges  of  fuch  a nature, 
that,  if  true,  I Ihould  deierve  to  be  treated  with 
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the  coarfe  language  you  have  condefeended  to 
adopt. 

. When  I am  called  upon  in  a proper  manner, 
I will  explain  what  I faid  to  Patterfon  ; and  if 
you  are  not  content  with  rny  explanation,  it  will 
then  temain  to  be  feen,  whether  I n>erit  fueh  a 
mode  of  addref§  ag  you  ufed. 

* ED.  FORD. 

• . > - • - » 

(^oldett^/^uare,  J Four. 

[Received  at  fix  o’clock,  P,  M.  Jan.  22, 1783d 


LETTER  ni. 

To  EDWARD  FORD,  Efij. 

SIR,  Jan.  23,  1783.  Thurfday  Morntu^. 

I MUST  fay,  that  your  affected  brevity  is  very 
ill-becoming  your  prefent  fituation.  You  will 
find  that  I shall  expedt  an  anfwer,  and  one  cqmr 
pletely  fatisfadtory  to  my  reputation,  whiph  you 
have  wounded. 

My  charges  againfl  you  are  cleat  and  deter- 
mined,  and  fuch  as  no  man  of  honor  would  lie 
one  moment  under.  It  is  not  my  refentment 
alone  you  will  have  to  dread.  You  wiU  be  the 
deteftation  of  all  honell  men. 


The 
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The  proof  of  your  having  injured  me  refts  up-' 
on  the  moft  uhqueftionable  evidence.  As  to 
your  explaining  what  you  faid  to  Mr.  Patterfon, 
I want  no  explanation  of  words — truth  is  plain. 
The  words  you  have  ufed  have  been  but  too  clear 
to  require  any  explanation ; and  your  required 
fecrecy  from  Mr.  Patterfon,  a full  teftimony  of 
the  bafenefs  of  your  intentions  againft  me, 

I am  not  to  be  taught  how  to  condud:  myfelf, 
even  when  engaged  in  the  moft  irnportant  caufe 
of  vindicating  my  honor.  If  my  addrefs  be  not 
graced  with  thofe  harmonious  periods  that  adorn 
your  letter,  you  fliall  find  nie  very  fincere  in  the 
purfuit  of  juftice,  I have  found  a traducer  of 
my  reputation,  and  I will  have  ample  fatisfac- 
fion.  I therefore  exped  an  unequivocal  anfwcr 
to  my  former  letter, 

Tam,  S I R, 

Yours,  &c, 

T,  BRAND. 

B 4 ■ [Mr* 
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{Mr,  Ford  not  fending  an  Anfwer  to  the  laft,  tJ^t 
following  was  fent  on  Saturday  Evening  late.'\ 

LETTER  IV. 

To  EDWARD  FORD,  Efq. 

SIR,  Saturday  Evenings  Jan.  2^,  1783. 

My  letter  of  Thurfday,  in  anfwer  to  yours 
the  evening  before,  was  explicit.  To  a 
plain  queftion  I demanded  a diredt  anfwer.  It  is 
now  Saturday,  and  paft  nine  o’clock,  and  you 
have  certainly  had  a fufficient  time  to  determine 
y what  you  ought  to  do  ; and,  confidering  my  fitu* 
ation,  you  mull  not  be  a little  furprized  that  I 
have  forborne  fo  long.  I have  waited  with  un- 
common patience,  and  you  have  received  every 
confideration  due  to  one  in  the  profeffion  of  a 
gentleman. 

The  charges  I brought  againft  you  are  juftly 
ranked  among  the  moft  heinous  in  civil  fociety. 
You  have  neither  cleared  yourfelf  of  them,  nor 
offered  that  atonement  which  is  my  due.  You 
Ihrink  back,  and  have  not  even  affumed  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  innocent  man.  Perhaps  no  one 
ever  deferved  a feverer  chaftifement,  and  you 
may  ftill  receiye  it  with  ample  juflice. 
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In  addreffing  you,  I have  not  ufed  the  terms  of 
villain,  liar,  or  coward.  My  cafe  is  too  ftrong 
to  {land  in  need  of  fuch  auxiliaries ; and  I am  not 
to  learn,  that  to  fupport  a eaufe  with  fjrmnefs,  it 
luuft  be  maintained  with  moderation. 

The  reluflance  you  have  Ihewn  in  coming  forr 
ward  argues  fornething,  if  poffible,  even  worfc 
than  the  charges  I have  preferred  againft  you. 
It  mayfeem  extremely  prudent  tp  your  perfonal 
fears  j but  it  mufl  entirely  Ihut  you  from  the  fo- 
,,ciety  of  all  honorable  men  for  ever. 

My  anxiety  can  be  better  conceived  than  de- 
fcribed ; and  you  have  no  right  to  hope  that  I 
lhall  let  you  enjoy  that  peace  of  which  )^ou  have 
robbed  me.  Juftice  to  myfelf  obliges  me  to  re- 
peat this,  and  I owe  it  to  a reputation  which  can- 
not be  lefs  valuable  in  being  honored  with  the 
attention  and  friendfliip  of  fome  of  the  moll;  re- 
fpeftable  and  diftinguifhed  characters  in  the  king- 


I am,  SIR, 


Yours,  &c. 


T.  BRAND. 


LETTER 
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L E T T E R V. 

To  T,  BRAND,  Efq. 

> > 

GoldentSquare^  half  fajl  lo,  Saturday  Evenings 

SIR, 

AS  you  think  you  have  received  an  injury  from 
me,  which  I am  not  confcibus  pf  having 
* given,  I muft  fay  that  it  is  my  defire,  that  this 
affair  fhould  be  canvaffed  by  gentlemen  of  the 
profeflSon. 

I would  with  the  utmoft  pleafurc  fubmit  my 
Iponduft  to  the  arbitration  of  my  brethren,  and 
will  readily  conform  to  their  decifion, ' 

I am,  SIR, 

Yours,  2cc. 

EDWARD  FORD, 


LET; 
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LETTER  VI. 

E D W A O F O R P,  Efcj. 

N 

SIR,  Monday  Night,  ^an,  zf,  1783, 

T pp  affure  you,  upon  my  honor,  that  I have  not 
had  one  moment  to  call  my  own  fince  S^tur* 
/day  night.  I Ihall  anfwer  yours  to-morrow,  and 
36  I intend  to  fend  it  by  a gentleman,  I beg  to 
)cnow  at  what  hpur  you  are  tp  be  met  wjth  in  the 
afternoon. 

f - . '■R1  i ■ j 

I am,  SIR, 

■ ' ’ ■ , 

ypurs,  &c. 

T.  BRAND, 


\ 


LETr 
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LETTER  VII. 

r.  BRAND,  JEfq. 

SIR,  Golden-Square^  7 ucf day  Mornings  Jan.  1783, 

T SHALL  be  at  home  this  evening  from  feven 
till  ten,  and  am  forry  I cannot  fit  an  earlier 
hour  as  I am  engaged  to  dine  from  home. 

I am,  SIR, 

Yours,  &c, 

EDWARDFORD, 

) 


[The  following  Letter  was  delivered  open,  hy  Mr^ 
Hodges y who  waited  on  him  agreeably  to  the  appoint- 
ment.  Mr,  Howard  of  Argyle  Buildings  was  pre- 
fent  with  Mr.  Ford.~] 

LETTER  VIII. 

4 

EDWARD  FORD,  Efq, 

SIR,  Tue/dayy  Jan.z%y  1783, 

YOU  have  fiill  declined  giving  me  a fair  and 
direct  anfwer,  and  yet  I have  done  every 
thing  in  my  power  to  excite  it.  What  you  mean 

by 
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by  having'the  affair  canvaffed,  I do  not  very  well 
underftand,  as  the  fadts  ftand  uncontroverted  even 
by  yourfelf.  What  you  fay,  of  fubmitting  your 
conduct  to  the  arbitration  of  your  brethren,  may 
be  extremely  fine,  but  it  has  nothing  to  do  with 
my  reputation.  There  are  fome  gentlemen  of  the 
profeffion,  for  whom  I entertain  the  greateft  re- 
fpedt  and  affedtion,  and  in  whom  I would  place 
every  confidence.  But  I am  hitherto  the  guardian 
of  my  own  honor,  and  will  not  eafily  be  pre- 
vailed on  to  refign  it. 

I hope  I may  be  permitted  to  fay,  without 
the  accufation  of  extreme  vanity,  that  no  one 
takes  more  pains,  or  exercifes  his  profeffional  en- 
deavours with  more  fidelity  for  the  benefit  of  his 
patients,  than  myfelf.  Why  then  am  I to  be 
flandered  ? You  might  have  given  lefs  reafon  to 
fufpedt,  that  an  envious  difpofition,  where  it  could 
not  emulate,  had  endeavoured  to  fatiate  itfelf  with 
detraftion. 

To  come  to  the  point,  you  need  not  be  told 
that  this  is  no  queftion  of  furgery,  and  therefore 
one  gentleman 'is  as  proper  a judge  as  another.  If 
furgeons  do  not  infill  upon  the  rules  which  re- 
gulate the  condudl  of  gentlemen,  they  can  have 
little  claim  to  refped  from  the  world. 


From 
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From  this  you  will  eafily  perceive,  that  1 miiCi 
be  fatisfiedi 

Provided  my  charafter  be  fafe,  I want  rio  more 
of  you.  I will  accept  of  an  apology  in  prefence 
of  Mr.  Patterfon,  and  our  common  friends ; andj 
to  prevent  any  mifunderftandingj  I have  fent  you 
by  Mr.  Hodges,  who  does  me  the  honor  of  de- 
livering this,  the  apology  I require*  From  this 
I cannot  recede* 

I am,  SIR, 

Yours,  &G. 

T*  BRAND. 


Apology  required  from  Mr.  Fordi"] 

“ I AM  extremely  concerned  in  having  given 
offence  to  Mr.  Brand,  in  confequence  of  an  appli- 
cation made  by  Mr.  Patterfon  to  me,  in  which  I 
imprudently  gave  an  opinion  that  might  have 
proved  injurious  to  Mr.  Brandis  character ; and 
as  I cannot  confident  with  truth  impute  any  thing 
improper  or  difhonourable  againfl:  him,  I make 
this  apology  for  his  fatisfa<5tion.” 

Mr- 
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[Mr.  Hodges  brought  the  following  AnfweVy  which 
be  wrote  in  prefence  of  Meffrs.  Ford  and  Howard, 
to  Mr.  Brand.~\ 

MR.  FORD  will  not  accede  to  the  apology 
propofed  by  Mr.  Brand  upon  the  prefect  ground. 
He  offers  to  meet  Mr.  Brand,  with  each  their 
friends,  and  refer  the  matter  to  arbitration  ; and 
if  it  is  then  thought  requilite  upon  that  meeting 
(after  the  cafe  is  flated),  he  will  make  any  apo- 
logy that  may  be  deemed  adequate  and  neceffary 
by  the  parties.—//^  refufes  to  meet  Mr.  Patter fon 
on  any  occafion,  or  the  making  any  apology  in  his 
prefence.'* 


{Mr.  Brand's  Anfwer  to  Mr.  Ford's  Mejfage  by 
Mr.  Hodges.'^ 

‘‘  MR.  BRAND  does  not  precifely  know  how 
tounderftand.  That  Mr.  Ford  will  not  accede  to  the 
apology  propofed  to  him  upon  the  prefent  ground.  Mr. 
Brand  can  offer  no  better  ground  than  what  has 
appeared — a convidlion  of  the  injury  he  has  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Ford.— Mr.  Brand  objeds  to  the 
term  propofal  being  precife.— He  faid  he  would 

accept 


( i8  ) ’ 


cumftances : I totalljr  deny  the  extorting  any 

promife  of  fecrecy  of  him. 

’ ' Ci  .'I  '■ 

I am,  Sir, 


;p;  j ^’“''Your  mt)il  obedient  fervant, 


■n 


ci':T  ■ 

. .Uor’  ; 


ED.  FORD. 

r f'nr  I < 


?1  '.^O'  ilj:  . Jfl.. !!):...  . 

, _ : LETT,E,R  X. 

# 

■ r.‘  B R * A N ;D,  Efq. 

De AR  B'r  A KbV  • ' ‘ ^ ■ ‘ ' Saturday  Mornings  lO  dchck. 

T Received  the  indofed  from  Mr.  Ford  late  laft 
night ; and  though  the  former  letter  on  this 
fubjed  was  a little  obfcure,  the  purport  of  this 
appears  obvious,  and  what  his  intentions  are 
at  the.propofed  meeting.  . You  wijrtjke'this 
matter  into  confideration,  as  I think  you  lliould 

anfwer  this  letter  yourfelf.  , , , 

- . , I am  yours  fincerely,  . 

- • J.  HODGES. 


LET- 
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LETTER  XL 

EDWARD  FORD,  Efq. 

SIR,  Feh.  6,  1783.- 

My  friend  Mr.  Hodges  has'  prefented  me 
with  a letter  addreffed  to  him  from  you. 
Although  he  did  me  the  favour  of  waiting  on 
you  with  my  laft  refolutioh,  I hold  it  no  ways 
neceffary  that  he  fhould  be  involved  in  a corref- 
pondence  on  my  account.  With  you,  indeed, 
it  is  no  eafy  matter.  Not  that  your  letters 
are  tedioufly  long,  although  this  laft  may  ftand 
pre-eminent  for  other  pretenfions  not  very  flat* 
tcring  to  your  precifion  or  underftanding. 

With  regard  to  fubmitting  the  affair  to  the 
Mafter  and  Wardens  of  the  Company,  I ftiould 
be  forty  to  be  improper  ; and  had  it  been  a cafe 
that  came  properly  within  their  cognizance,  I 
probably  ftiould  not  have  troubled  you.  This  is 
a queftion  of  honor.  My  reputation  has  been 
wounded  by  you,,  and  I have  endeavored  to 'make 
you  confider  yourfelf  only  as  a gentleman  ; but  it 
would  fee m,  that  you  are  ready  at  any  kind  of 
propofal  that  may  delay  the  time,  or  put  off  a 
proper  explanation.  Your  being  a fur^eon  ag- 
gravate the  offence  3 but  had  it  been  any  other 

t ^ 
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accept  an  apology,  and,  to  prevent  trouble,  flated 
what  he  deemed  neceffaryi 

Mr.  Brand  declines  any  interview  ^vuith  Mr. 
Fordy  unlefs  he  avows,  his  intention  to  be,  either 
to  vindicate  the  wrong  he  has  done,  like  a gentle- 
man^ • or  teceive  Ifis  apology.  ' . 

“ Mr*  Brand;nn  refpea  'tb  Mr.  Voiils  refuftng^ 
to  meeFMr.'^Patterfony  'cah  only  fay,'  tliat  i't  adds 
frefh  convMftion  tb' his  mind,  ibinuft  to  every 

unprejudiced- - perToh.  Mr:  Ford  would'  'have 
done  well  to- ha've  ftated  fome  proper  objeaioris'!'' 
To  remove  the  ■ bnly  'one  that  can  Sxift,  Mr. 
Brand  can  hardly  think  It  necefTafy  to  fay,  that  ' 
he  had  no  idea  of  introducing  Mr.  Patte'rfon  as  a 
party,  or  as  a gentleihah.-  --H'e  inay-'however  claim 
the  refpedt  of  an  honefl  man,  and,  as  fuch,  can 
give  no  offence  to  the  feelings  of  men  of  much 
more  elevated  rank  thah  either  of  the  principals 
of  this  affair.  Mr.  Ford  mud  be  as  'well  ac-  ' 
quainted  with  the  force  of  Mr.  PatterfonV  evi-  '' 
dence  as  Mr.  Brand;  and  upbri  that  ground  it”^ 
might  be  prudent  to  avoid  him,  if  poffible. — But  * 
this  determination  of  Mr.  Ford’s,  inftead  of  an- 
fwering  that  purpofe,  carries  as  complcat  a con- 
viction as  words  could  poffibly  do.  Mr.  Brand-^ 
thinks  no  one  beneath-  ij/rnotfee  whip  employs  ah'd  '' 
pays  him  . for-'^/r  trouble.” 


LET- 
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LETTER  IX. 

To  Mr.  H O'D  G E S. 

Deax  Sir>  Golden~Sgxare,  Jan.  31,  I78'3. 

T Believe  it  is  neceflary  for  me  to  make  an  apo- 
logy  for  troubling  you  with  this  letter;  — 
which  is  only  to  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  ac~ 
quaint  Mr.  Brand,  that  I am  ready  to  fubmit  the 
decilion  of  this  affair  to  the  Matter  and  Wardens 
of  the  Company,  or  to  any  other  fair  referees ; 
and  if  it  be  the  opinion  of  referees,  that  I 
have  adted  wrong,  I fhall  be  content  to  make 
an  apology,  or  to  terminate  the  difference  in  any 
other  manner. 

However,  1 think  myfelf  free  to  acknowledge, 
that  I did  not  fuppofe  it  poffibie  that  any 
words  which  paffed  between  me  and  Mr.  Patter- 
fon  could  be  conttrued  to  Mr.  Brand’s  difad- 
vantagc ; neither  could  they  be  fo  meant,  as  I 
had  at  that  time  no  knowledge  whatfoever  of 
Mr.  B. 

Patterfon  applied  to  me  as  a poor  man,  unable 
to  pay  a debt  he  had  incurred ; — and  I advifed 
him  to  apply  to  his  creditor,  and  ttate  his  cir* 

Q cumttances : 


C iO  ) 

gentleman  who  had  done  tnC-  the  fame  kind  of 
injury,  1 (hoold  certainly  h.ave  aded  in  the  very 
fame  manner.^,  When  I took  ^ my  diploma,  I 
made  po^ render  of  . <the  . common  privileges  of 
a gentlem^n.j^^  If  my  education  and  conduct  en- 
title me.to  fuch  a confiideiation,  I hope,  becaufe 
1 am  afurgeon,  ,^X^m  not  obiiged^^  to  forego  the 
neceffary/pirlt  of  a^man.  . 

Jn  applying  toj^.,  Hodges  to  date  :.your  cafe 
to  proper,  to  giye  , your 

ovvn  account ofphe  tr.anfa^^  and  as,  you  have 

takemfopmch.tiute,  'it  ma^^be.  confidered  as  an 
a<d  of  thejobereft  .deliberation^^ 

Tqu  thinJijourfelffreeXo  acknowledge^  that  you 
%\,.did  not  fuppje  if  . : 

The  condefeenlion  .of  ^acknojvledgivg  \yhat  is 
fo  neceffaryjfor  your  hpnjor  to  prove  and  clear 
up,  is  your  own  language,  ^.Thl.s  may  be  only 
a poetical  manner  of  exprefling  yourfelf,  .^nd 

i ' 3 - ‘ ‘i  i . .j-,3  . .*  ^ - >•.  •*'*'i*-  . • w V, 

rlierefore  not  impfopetly  lulled  to  the  occalion. 

■your  concl’ufibn'Vs,  neither  could  they^  te  fo 
meantfai  at  that'lme  you  had'  no  knowledge  ^'vf 
I hope  the ' khdwiedgc  you  have  now 
acquired,  will  never  ihduce  you  to  dbmeanfother 
injury If' yovv' call  ^ d that  thfere  is 

teafon  in  this  argument,  or  force  or  truth  in  the 

GoncfulKil?,^  I hvilf  undertake  to  change  places 
■ - ■ ' with 
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with  you,  and,  at  prefent,  I am  not  very  am- 
bitious of  that  honor. ' ^ 

You  fay,  That  Patte^fon  applied  to  you  as  a poor 
man  unable  to  pay  a debt  he  had  incurPid,  and  you 
advifed  him  to  apply  to  his  creditoY  to  Jiiite  hii  cir^ 
cumftances?  It  was  very' good  advice.^'Sufely  you 
mult  know,  that  to  mutilate  is  to  miiTreprerent. 
Was  there  not  fomethirig  more  palTed  ? " You 
know  the  fadt  is  not  true-^He  had  incurred  no 
debt— -He  was  only 'the'-’executor,  and,  as  refi- 
duary  legatee  to  a cbnliderable  fortune,  he  Is 
not  very  eafily  to  be  confidered  as  a poor  man. 
Even  allowing  (what  I do  not  admit)  that  yoU  had 
been  the  dupe  of  an  impoftcion,  is  that  a reafon 
why  1 fhould  be  the  facrihce  of  your  folly  ? 

Turn  where  you  will,  the  matter  only  thickens 
againft  you  j and  whatever  refentmOnt  you  may 
dread  from  me,  you  mud  have  fome  claim  to 
the  pity  of  your  friends, 

Tou  totally  deny  extorting  any  promife  of  fecrecy 
of  Mr.  Patterjon.  The  whole  force  of  'this  lies 
upon^the  word  extort.  I called  it  extorting,  and 
you  have  not  convinced  me  that  the  exprcflioa 
was  improper.  Surely  ypii  mud  have  formed  a 
very  iightxipinion  of  my  pnderdanding  to  think 
this  a refutation  pf  a material  point.  Is  there 
any  deference  to  me,  whether  you  extorted  it, 

C 3 required 
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required  it,  entered  into— or  how  it  was  fafhion- 
ed— -fo  that  you  defired  to  be  concealed  ? 

As  you,  haye  not  denied  any  other  fadts,  I need 
not  infiftupon  them  again.  I am  not  vindidtive, 
nor  can  I be  gratified  by  an  indulgence  of  thofe 
advantages.. you  have  given  me  oyer  you.  My 
refentment  is  no  farther  againft  you,  than  the 
vindication  of  my  own  chaiadter  demands.  X 
fou^t  no  quarrel  with  you,  and  it  is  you  alone 
who  are  the  aggreXfor.  You  cannot  but  know 
that  my  prefent  condudl  is  the  indifpenfible  duty 
of  every  honeft  ni3,n. 

Perhaps  the  little  reputation  I fend  poflefiTed 
of,  has.raifed  me  fome  litrfe  enemies  among 

little  men.  i know  my  ownmtereft  'too  well  to 

oppofe  fuch  profitable  adverfaries,  and  I can  de- 
fire no  ftronger  recommendation  than  the  Han- 
der of  a fool.  I have  not  admitted  you  under 

this  defeription. 

Mr.  Hodges  told  me  that  ydu  defired  a few 
days  to  confult  with  your  friend-s. 

Such  a delay  is  very  unufual;  but  I am  adtuated 
by  no  fudden  guft  of  paffion.  The  wrong  ftrikes 
deep,  and  it  muft  at  laft  be  removed.  Circum- 
fianced  as  I am,  if  I could  with  delicacy  advile 

vou,  I fliould  recommend  you  to  confult  your 
^ friends. 
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friends,  while  one  gleam  of  hope  remains  of  ex- 
tricating yourfelf  without  eternal  dilhonor. 

I will  only  fay  a few  words  of  the  Apology. — 
Confidering  the  whole,  what  1 faid  was  moft  rea- 
fonable.  If  I wilhed  your  ruin,  I would  advift 
you  not  to  make  it.  I have  fubmitted  that,  and 
every  other  part  of  my  conduct  to  the  confidera- 
tion  of  fuch  friends  upon  whofe  honor  and  under- 
flandings  I have  the  firmeft  reliance. 

I hope  you  will  not  pradtife  on  my  patience, 
or  trifle  longer  with  my  injury.  Although  I fliall 
defend  my  charadler  to  the  I'aft,  and  only  refign 
it  with  my  life,  I will  take  no  advantage  of  the 
fituation  I have  in  being  injured,  but  grant  you 
every  reafonable  indulgence  to  confult  with  your 
friends.  But  I mujl  and  be  fatisfted. 

I am,  SIR,  * 

■) 

Yours,  &c.  ' ' 

T.  BRAND. 

C4  LET- 
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L E T T E Jl  XII._ 

To  iWr.  fl  O D G E S. 

SIR  830  G.ol2tni&qu»r^fWtdnefday  Morning. 

T AM  much^qJ?,Hged:>^o  you  for  the  trouWe’of 
^ fending. n>y  taft4ettei^to?Mr.-B.  Jo;t  biuo 
Thero.,^  oaly^-qii&j..^hirig;i4cthink:nece^  to 
add,  ^which:  is,  that  Eb^  tO' wave  airy:  qbjei^ion 
that- was.  made  ta-Patterfon’s  being  employed-, 
either  as- ajvitnefs,^partyv-^-<it^®^wifa,^ 

I am  at  thjs  inftant  urtacquainKd'  with  force 
of  his  eyidenceiai  f iv^  :i  oqod  I orm-*  sniet  :'n-  - 
^ ^^,>'41  am^^  SIRq  In;-  /on  loi  \'^vl 

'»w»^  &c-  ■■  t.;..  - 

I -5ili  S'  10  -i'- ' ED-  F O'R  D-- - 


'h^  0: 


■ t El  T t E R XIII. 

' To  Mr.  BRAND.. 
Dear  Brand, 


« ^ /.iC 

• -r.,  N'V  -.V 

. t\;  I } o i . ■ n . 

noiTTfUin-"'^ 

Saturday  Mornii^:^ 


1 


AM  under  the  neceflity  of  being  out  early  this  . 
morning  bn  bufinefs,  therefore  have  endofed 
you  a letter  I received  late  in  the  evening  yefter-j 

J ^ j '"'iiiE*.  Oi»J 

day.^  If  ^ybu  will  be  at  home  near  four  o’clock;.^ 


to-day,'^I'will  give  you  a call. 

"TV  T jb 

I am. 


Yours  fincercly, 

, , J.  HODGES. 


L E T- 
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T T ii 

LET  T ”E  R XIV. , 

g :>i  r o 

‘ ToxMv,  H O DOES.  A I ' 

" S J::R,  ^rl.  "Ot  t/OY 

Y Would  not  trouble  you  vvith  fo  infighlfieant  a 
**■  -matter, 3 as  my  being  i engaged  to  dine  With  a 
Medical  Club  in  the  City  on^the  firft  f^riday  in 
the  month,-  was -it  not  to  obviate  the^'polTibility  ' 
of  its  being  thought  ; that  I wilhcd'^  tb-^protradl:' 
the  inveftigation  of  this  bufiftefsohe-mbmehr*  and 
at  the  fame  time  I hope  it  will  ferve  aS  an  apo-  ' 
logy  for  not  anfwering  your^ote  before.  I can 
attend  a meeting  at^^Jafek^sr  Coffee. houfe  to-mor- 
ro’iv  evenifigat  eight  o' clock , or  at  the  lame  hour 


on  Tucfday,  Thuxfday  Qf._Sattirda-y-in  the  enfuing 
week,  or  the  week  a%r.^,  Mr._H^ges  mu  ft  be 
fenfible  that  it'  is  neceftary  to  give  profeflional 
p-entlemen  as  much  ndtide  Is  pdiTible.  „ ^ 

*=*.,•  ^ jiAiG 

May  I'afk  what  npniber  of  friends  Mr.-Bf^in- 

equal  numbe^  ? ^I  vv^^  fend-Mr^ 

the'natiieS  of ‘thofe  ge^tlem?n  who  will  favor  me 
with  their’company.  I do  not  afk  that  favor'of 

P * 

Mr.  Brand,  as  Mr.  Hodges’s  name  is  fufficient  for 


me, 

I am,  S I t;  ' 

\ouf  obedient  Servant, 


ED.  FORD. 


( ^6  ) 


[^Agreeably-,  to  Mu  Ford- ^ letter,  Mr.  Hodges.,  ly 
Afr.  Brandis  deftre,  waited  on  him,  to  fix  the  firft 
appointmertt,  of  a meeting  of  the  friends  of  each 
party  ; hut  although  Mr.  Ford  had  himfelf  fixed 
Saturday  evening  at  eight  o'clock,  he  told  Mr.  Hodges 
he  could  not  keep  the  appointment.  * . 

[The  only  reafon  for  this  delay  appeared  afterwards 
in  the  fbape  of  an  affidavit,  which  Mr.  Ford  pro- 
cured from  Mr,  P at  t erf  on,  whom  he  had  before  de- 
clared he  would  not  meet  on  any  occafton  * I 

[Mr.  Brand  never  had  called  on  Mr.  Patterfon 
front  the  time  of  fixing  the  charge  againft  Mr.  Ford 
until  this  very  day,  when  he  accompanied  Mr.  Hodges 
to  the  corner  of  the  Square,  aud  waited  at  Patterfon' s 
till  Mr.  Hodges  came  from  thenc,  which  might  he 
about  ten  minutes.~\ 


LETTER  XV. 

To  EDWARD  FORD,  Efq. 

SIR,  Sunday  Morning,  Feb.  9,  1783. 

YOU  made  an  appointment  with  Mr.  Hodges 
laft  night  at  eight  o’clock,  and  he  waited 
oh  you  to  inform  you  that  he  would  meet  you. 
* See  Mr.  I-lpdges’s  raeflligc,  p.  15. 

You 
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You  did  not  keep  your  own  appointment.  I cannot 
be  put  off  longer,  and  my  letters  will  Ihew  the 
world,  that  I have  Ihewn  you  every  proof  of  can- 
dor and  lenity. 

For  me  to  meet  you  is  impoflible,  but  for  the 
purpofes  that  I have  already  ftated*  You  cannot 
niifunderftand  me. 

Mr.  Hodges  will  be  at  Jack’s  with  another 
Gentleman  at  half  pafl;  two  o’clock  to-morrow, 

to  meet  Mr.  Howard,  and  any  other  Gentleman 
you  pleafe.  They  will  hear  what  your  friends  have 
to  fay,  and  I wifli  it  may  be  terminated  without 
the  neceffity  of  proceeding  to  extremity.  I need 
not  repeat  my  refolution.  This  is  the  laft  time 
that  I intend  writing  to  you  on  the  fubjedf. 

I am,  SIR, 

Yours,  &c. 

T.  BRAND. 


LET* 


( iS  ; 


LETTER  XVr^ 

To  Mr.  HODGES. 

^ ^ . Fth.  g,  1783. 

J Have  this  day  received  a letter  from  Mr.  Brand, 
which  contains  thefe  words  : “ You  tna^  an  ap_~ 
f ointment  with  "Mr.  Hodges  lafi  ^mght^'''at  eight 
0 clock and  be  waited  on  you.  to  inform  you 
that  he  would,  meet  you.  ^ You  did  not  'keep 

■'  ■ j-j 


1 


ct 


« 


your  appointment 

? 


:'»»  C-. 


If  wifhed  to  pbint^out  Mr.  B.’s  miftake,  I 
think  thaif^I  need  on¥y“  refer  to^your  tecolledtion 
of  what  paffed  between  tVs  yeflerday.  ° 


I muft  repeat  what  I laid  before  : I am  ready 
to  baveHhis  affair  inveftigated,  and ’^Mr.‘Ada1[r 
Hawkins  and  Mr.  Vaux  will  attend  upori  my 
part  at  eight  oVlock'^ori'Tuefday  evening,  at  the"* 
place  appointed  by  Mr.  Brandi  ‘ 

I hav^  rejedled  Mr.  Brand’s  appointrrtentf-Tas 
the  middle  of  the  day  is  the  ’tirne  of  bufiheft  to  ^ 
cA^ry  furgeon  :■  and  in  the  propriet}^-(3f  --this  L 
am  fure  Mr.  Hodges  wilKcohciir!‘-'“^'-‘‘-  dj-vy 


::  1^1  'V  n.'  i'  >i  ilV.  - ■ ' ‘ 

I am,  Sir,  your  obedient  fer.vant^ 

[.itv;  boxxi  ■-'ifiW  rvi  . ^ 

’ w . ■ E D.  F Q R D.- 


Jl/d 
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L^E't  t er  xvif. 

r^^rt  ,p  .^v\  To  Mr.  FORD. 


I 


unH  iM  rno-'i  e D3vi:3D:51  vjed  svt.  ’ 

O U certainly  miilake , fhe  meanings  p£  the 
^ quotation  you  have  p.aqe  trpiii.Mr.  By.and’s 
laft  letter:  it  had.^no  allufion  to  any  .conyerfa- 
tion,  but  refers  merely  to  yo.ur  oy\'q.  letter.  oE 
February  ^,^which  .fixes  cith^^r  S^t;urdayjOr  Tuef- 

you 'was  for  the  exjprefs  pmjppje  of  appointi^ 

Saturday  evening  withj^ou.  This  you  p,bjq<Te,d  to, 

from^hcudifficp Ityp,  ip^cppyen ing  y;0,ur.  own^ ^PA^ty 

at  fuch  fliort  notice,  and  ,t;hep  mentioned  SundaVv-r 

I belicve^uppn  recolledipriyo.u.vyilliipd.thi$.-waSq 

the  whole  of  our  conyetfation.,, bsinioqq?.  rsef-iq 

5 -As -I  was  inftruded  to 'deliver  mpmelfage  to 

you  as  oHf Saturday, and  decijwe  ;.on  thiis  ae-"' 
* 

count,  therefore,:  another  gentleman’and''  rftyfelf  '’ 
with  fome  difficulty^prevailed  upon 'him'  txDt  fe-r: 
cede  from  this  refolution,  and  to  wait  till  Mon- 
day,  for  which  time  I had  abfolutely  fixed  with 
another  gentleman.  The  time  of  day  brings  its 
inconveniencies  to  me  as  well  as  yourfelf ; but, 
even  as  a party  only  in  this  bufinefs,  laffureyou, 
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fuch  procraftinatlons.  give  me  particular  anxiety. 
I therefore  willi  on  every  confideration  to  have 
--  the  affair  terminated  as  fpeedily  as  poffible. 

I am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  humble  fervant, 

J.  H O D G E S. 


LETTER  XVIII. 

' Mr.  • H O D G E S. 

Golden-fquare,  Monday  Morning. 

Mr  Ford’s  compliments  to  -Mr.  Hodges, 
and  is  exceeding  forry  for  any  miftake. 
-He  has  wrote  to  his  friends  defirinor  their  atten- 

O 

‘dance  on  Tuefday  evening. — He  fhould  be  forry 
to  have  the  meeting..deferred-r-but  he  thinks  two 
days  notice  is  little  enough  for  men  of  bufinefs. 
It  would  be  impoffible  for  Mr.  Ford’s  friends  to 
-meet  to-day-— or  Wednefday. 

{^Mr^  Hodges  inclofed  the  above  Note  to  Mr.  Brandy 
upon  which  Mr.  Brand  wrote  him  the  following 
Let  ter  j to  be  communicated  to  Mr.  Ford,  j 


LET- 
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LETTER  XIX. 

To  Mr,  HODGES. 

• Monday  Evening,  Feb.  1 1,  1783. 

Dear  Hodges,  Soho-S^uare. 

H E S E procraftinatlons  are  monftrous— 
beyond  all  example.  If  I had  not  the  moft 
implicit  confidence  in  your  propriety,  I could 
not  be  prevailed  on. 

Why  Mr.  Ford  did  not  keep  his  own  appoint- 
ment on  Saturday j is  not  fadsfadforily  accounted 
for.  He  could  not  have  fixed  that  time  without 
having  previoufly  confulted  with  his  friends;  and 
lam  much  miftaken  if  either  Mr-.  Vaux  or  Mr. 
Adair  Hawkins  would  have  difappointed  him  on 
filch  an  occafion.  ; 

-■  All  this  ought  to  be  feen  into.  Becaufe  I 
have  ‘been  injured,  lam  not  furely  lefs  fufceptible 
of  an  infult.  - ■{  > 

Let  meihope,  as  you  value  my  peace  of  mijid, 
the  reputation  of  your  friend,  and  as  you.regard 
the  honour  of  the  profelfion,  that  you  will  not 
advife  me  again  to  wait  one  moment  beyond  the 
appointeJ'time*— I cannot,  cannot  do  it. - 

T , c-  t 

1 am,  dear  Sir, 

Very  truly  yours,  • * » 

T.  BRAND. 

Mr. 


f 


•’H.  •, 
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\^Mr.  Ford  iH  confequence  font  the  fallowing  .•] 

To  Mr.  HODGES. 

MR.  Ford’s  compliments  to  Mr.  Hodges,  and 
takes  the  liberty  of  repeating  what  he  faid  yef* 
terday,  that  his  friends  will  be  at  Jack’s  Colfee- 
houfe  this  evening  at  eight. 

Tuefdaj^  Fei,  ll,  1783. 


ON  Tuefday  evening  the  parties  met : Three 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Ford,  MelT,  Howard,  Vaux, 
and  Adair  Hawkins ; on  the  part  of  Mr.  Brand, 
MelT.  Hodges  and  O’Bryen. 

Without  entering  into  a tedious  detail  of  a de- 
fultory  converfation,  let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that  Mr. 
Ford’s  friends  prefented  the  affidavit  which  had 
been  procured  from  Patterfon.  The  words  of 
this  affidavit  cannot  be  recolle6ted,  as  Mr.  Ford’s 
friends  took  it  away  with  them  without  leaving  a 
copy  of  it  ; but  its  quality  may  be  afeertained 
by'  two  circumftances. — Firft,  Mr.  Brand  de- 
nied its  truth,  and  declared  to  his><friends  that  he 
had  two  gentlemen  to  prove  its  falfehood,  one  of 
whom  he  brought  to  the  Coffee-houfe  in  an  hour  s 
time  -and  the  fecond.  That  Mr.  Ford’s  friends 
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having  declared,  that  Mr.  Patterfon  would  come 
to  Jack’s  Coffee-houfe  and  aufwer  any  queftions 
neceflary  to  fupport  hTs  afEda\dt,  he  did  not 
make  his  appearance.  In  -fliort,  Mr.  Ford’s 
friends,  maturely  weighing  the  matter,  and  find- 
ing that.  Patterfon  deferred  his  promife  of  coming 
to  fpeak  perfonally  to  what  he  had  fvvorn, 
agreed  to  the  neeeffity  »of  Mr.  Ford’s  making  an 
apology  to  Mr.  Brand.  As  foon  as  the  words 
were  fettled,  Mr.  Ford  was  fent  for,  who  came  to 
Mr.  Brand  and  made  the  Apology ; after  which 
Mr.  Brand  apologized  for  any  terms  that  might 
be  deemed' harfh,  which  had  efcaped  him' in  his 
Letters  to  Mr.  Ford.  ^ - 
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letter 

T O 

E D W A R D FORD,  Efq. 

£5  O L D E N S Q_U  ARE. 

S I R, 

The  Public  are  equally  interefted  in  th« 
true  chara(fter,  as  in  the  abilities  of  a 
furgeon.  His  profeffion  requires  that  un- 
bounded confidence,  which  can  only  be 
pfeced  in  a man  of  honor.  But  it  is  in  fur- 
gery  as  in  other  profeflions,  whoever  afpires 
beyond  mediocrity  is  liable  to  the  ill  offices 
of  malice  and  envy.  To  refill  thefe,  it  is 
neither  prudent  nor  right  for  an  honefl  man 
to  depend  folely  on  his  innocence,  but  he 
mull  Hand  forward,  when  attacked,  to  vin- 
dicate himfelf,  and  to  defeat  his  oppofers. 

Mediocrity  in  furgery  is  far  from  being 
one  of  the  moll  enviable  ranks  in  fociety. 
The  numbers  feduced  by  appearances,  and 
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educated  in  this  profefTion,  render  it  impof- 
fible  that  every  one  can  find  an  ample,  much 
lefs  a fplendid  return  for  his  labours.  It  is 
true,  the  number  of  furgeons  cannot  leffen 
the  intrinfic  confequence  of  the  profefiion  ; 
and  furgery  is  of  that  importance  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  mankind,  that  it  mufi:  ever  fecure 
to  real  fkill  a refpedable  efiimation.  But  is 
it  not  hard,  that  after  an  expenfive,  labori^ 
ous  and  dangerous  education,  a furgeon  has 
more  difficulties  to  encounter  with  than  any 
pther  profeffion  whatever  ? that  he  muft,  or 
ought  to  be  more  tenacious  of  his  reputa- 
tion than  is  necefiary  in  almoft  any  other 
fituation  of  life  ? 

If  a liberal  cpndud;  among  furgeons  be  not 
obferved  and  infilled  upon,  the  profeffion 
mull  fuffer,  and  foon  fall  into  contempt.  Of 
the  only  interruptions  I have  ever  met  with^ 
I lhall  prefently  take  notice. 

If  the  bell  chirurgical  education  that  this 
kingdom  can  allbrd— if  an  unwearied  affi- 
duity  to  acquire  knowledge,  and  a conllant 
intercourfe  with  the  moll  eminent  phylicians 
and. furgeons — if  thefe  can  form  advantage, 
pr  give  a reafonable  profpedl  of  confequencp 

in 
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in  furgery,  I hope  I may  be  permitted  to 
look  up  to  it  without  prefumption. 

I'he  hiftory  of  furgery  has  probably  never 
afforded  an  inflance  of  any  one  being  more 
fuccefsful  than  myfelf ; and  it  is  my  greateft 
fatisfadion  to  fay,  that  I have  ever  lived 
upon  terms  of  amity  with  fome  of  its  moft 
diftinofuifhed  characters. 

The  fubjeCt  of  Ruptures  has  afforded  an 
-cndlefs  theme  to  writers,  and  of  mifunder- 
ftanding.  Almod  every  furgeon  of  eminence 
has  taken  it  up  j yet  at  this  time  it  is  a 
fadt,  that  the  treatment  and  cure  of  thefe 
diforders  is  really  fo  little  underitood  or 
praCtifed,  that  numbers  are  falling  facrifices 
to  negleCt  and  mifmanagement. 

Mr.  Pott  has  indeed  told  us,  that  the 
fuccefs  and  reputation  of  a furgeon  depends 
on  the  trufs  he  applies ; and  yet,  how  few 
furgeons  give  attention  to  thefe  important 
applications^  but  refer  their  patients  to  trufs- 
makers  ? From  trufs-makers  they  are  foon 
driven  by  defpair  to  the  depredations  of 
quacks,  by  whom  the  tragedy  is  foon  finifhed. 
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It  is  a reproach  made  again  ft  furgery,  that 
regular  furgeons  too  commonly  negledl  the 
treatment  of  Ruptures ; audit  is  certainly  not 
without  foundation.  Can  there  be  a ftronger 
proof  required,  than  the  number  of  operations 
that  are  rendered  neceflary,  for  want  of  re- 
gular and  Ikilful  treatment  ? Without  an  in- 
timate knowledge  of  a diforder,  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  expert  fuccefs ; and  I am  afraid  that 
thofe  who  are  obliged  to  rely  upon  Mr.  Pott's 
•anatomy  of  this  complaint,  have  not  a perfedt 
idea  of  the  truth  and  nature  of  the  moft 
common  Rupture.  Yet  he  is  the  moft  emi- 
nent modern  writer,  and  I am  willing  to 
allow  he  has  opinions  that  every  honeft  fur- 
geon  muft  approve. 

No  furseon  is  more  convinced  than  I am 
of  the  truth  of  Mr.  Pott’s  aflertion,  that  the 
fuccefs  and  reputation  of  a furgeon  depends 
oq  his  care  of  the  application  in  a Rupture 
cafe*  I ftiall  perfevere  in  my  endeavour  to 
improve  thefe  applications,  and  never  aban- 
don my  patients  to  trufs-makers,  although 
thofe  furgeons  who  are  more  defirous  of  per- 
forming operations  than  preventing  their 

neceffiSy, 
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necejity^  will  moft  probably  dillike  my  de- 
termination. 

The  application  of  trufles  cannot  form  an 
objedl  of  profit  to  a furgeon,  although  they 
are  the  moft  difficult,  troublefome,  and  dif- 

ir 

agreeable  in  the  whole  pradtice  of  furgery. 
It  is  by  improper  trulTes  that  patients  arc 
rendered  profitable  \ and  if  a furgeon  pre- 
fers his  own  interefi;  to  the  fafety  of  his  pa- 
tient, and  is  willing  to  give  up  all  preten- 
lions  to  fuccefs  and  reputation,  he  cannot  do 
it  more  effedlually  than  by  fending  his  pa- 
tient to  an  ignorant  trufsmaker.  An  igno- 
rant trufsmaker  certainly  promotes  the  in- 
terefis  of  furgery,  by  creating  the  neceffity 
of  operations,  and  a long  attendance  j and  in 
proportion  to  a furgeon’s  regard  to  future 
profit,  he  will  recommend  the  mofi:  igno- 
rant trufsmaker  he  can  difcover. 

By  publiffiing  the  pernicious  confequences 
that  patients  are  cxpofed  to  from  improper 
trujfeSy  I mufi;  prevent  fome  profitable  cafes 
to  furgery  ^ yet  I am  convinced,  that  the 
majority  of  pradtitioners  are  neither  fo  wick- 
ed nor  fo  fordid,  to  wiffi  to  profit  by  thofe 
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miferies,  which  it  is  in  the  power,  and  ought 
to  be- the  bufinefs  of  art  to  prevent. 

If  you  wonder  why  thefe  remarks  have 
been  addreffed  to  you,  I will  freely  declare, 
that  my  reafons  are  very  different  from  thofe 
which  are  excited  by  extreme  refpedl. 

To  general  detraction,  an  honed:  man  can 
make  but’ one  general  anfwer— -That  he  is 
always  ready  to  meet  his  detractors  openly, 
and  delires  to  poffefs  the  refpeCt  of  the  Pub- 
lic no  longer  than  he  can  prove  himfelf 
worthy  of  being  refpeCted.  I am  ever  ready 
to  aCt  upon  this  ground ; and  I confider  it 
not  'more  a piece  of  juftice  due  to  myfelf, 
than  a duty  I owe  to  thofe  whofe  good  opi- 
nion I have  the  honour  to  poflefs,  to  ftand 
forward,  and  to  vindicate  myfelf  againfl 
thofe  who  attempt  to  injure  me. 

But  it  is  only  you,  Mr.  Ford,  and  Shel- 
drake the  trufs-maker,  that  I could  ever 
charge  with  attempting  to  do  me  an  injury. 
—Mark  the  confequenccs — I obliged  you  to 
make  me  an  apology,  and  I convicted  Shel- 
drake, in  the  court  of  King’s  Bench,  as  the 
author  of  a falfe^  fcandalousy  and  malicious 
libel  againft  my  character. 
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When  I received  your  apology,  I did  not 
k.now  that  you  was  acc^uainted  with  Shel** 
drake,  whom  I was  then  proleeuting  as  a 
libeller. 

But  what  fenfe  of  delicacy  muft  you  pof- 
fefs,  to’ fit  next  the  libeller  of  a gentleman, 
in  a public  court,  to  whom  you  had  your- 
felf  but  recently  been  under  the  neceffity  of 
-making  an  apology?  Indeed,  Mr.  Ford, 
my  attention  was  not  fo  entirely  engrolled 
in  my  own  caufe,  but  I fpared  a moment  to 
bludi  for  you ; for  really  I never  wiihed  to 
have  reafon  to  defpife  you. 

You  had  an  opportunity,  however,  to 
hear'  my  charadfer  vindicated  by  gentlemen 
of  the  hrll;  eminence  in  phylick,  furgery, 
and  anatomy.  The  evidence  of  Sir  William 

t 

Fordyce,  Dr.  Hoffack,  Dr.  Ofborne,  and 
Mr.  Cruickflianks,  completely  refuted  the 
attempts  of  Sheldrake’s  infamous  libel ; and 
the  verdidt  of  an  honed  jury  not  only  did 
me  judice,  but  has  fixed  that  indelible 
mark  upon  Sheldrake,  which  holds  up  a li- 
beller to  public  lhame. 

It  was,  no  doubt,  the  intention  of 'Shel- 
drake’s libel  to  provoke  me  into  a perfonal 
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refutation  of  his  falfehoods ; but  I would 
as  foon  hold  a correfpoftdence  with  the 
meaneit  Quack  in  town,  and  therefore  I 
gave  him  'up  to  the  offended  laws  of  his 
country. 

Although  Sheldrake  has  been  punifhed 
as  the  author  of  the  libel,  yet  it  is  believed 
there  is  fome  more  artful,  though  more  daf- 
tardly  mifcreant  concealed  behind  the  cur- 
tain, who,  not  daring  to  appear,  has  pufhed 
that  unhappy  figure  forward  to  fcreen  him- 
felf.  I cannot  take  any  other  notice  than 
I have  done  of  fuch  a fellow  as  Sheldrake ; 
but  if  any  gentleman  will  avow  himfelfthe 
author  i or  prefume  to  propagate  his  falfehoods  t 
or  fupport  a single  article  that  can  uJfeSl  me 
as  a gentleman  and  a man  of  honour,  I will, 
with  as  much  good-manners  as  the  cafe  will 
admit  of,  prove  him  to  be  a villain  and  a 

LIAR* 

There  is  fomething  very  extraordinary  in 
your  conduct,  and  yet  I cannot  charge  you 
with  being  concerned  in  Sheldrake’s  libel. 

But  you  will  permit  me  to  obferve,  that  ; 

ybu  might  have  been  more  cautious  not  to 
incur  fufpicion  j and  if  appearances  can  juf-  j 

tify  I 
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tify  fufpicion,  you  muft  only  blame  yourfelf 
for  being  fufpedted. 

Without  defcending  to  enumerate  Shel- 
drake’s falflioods,  I may,  without  impro- 
priety, be  permitted  to  take  notice  of  one 
fabJ  which  I am  ready  to  believe  is  *uei-y 
true. 

That  Sheldrake's  libel  ikiould  contain  a 
Jingle  truthy  may  furprife  you,  but  it  is  not 
lefs  worthy  of  notice  for  (landing  alone. 
He  tells  the  public,  that  he  is  an  un-inf ormed 
trufs-maker . 

The  Public  cannot  be  apprifed  of  a perfon 
more  capable  of  expoiing  the  unfortunate 
to  danger,  than  an  un-inf  or  med  trufs- 
maker  ; and  it  is  a fad:  which  no  one  can 
difpute  with  Sheldrake,  becaufe  no  one  can 
be  more  confcious  of  the  truth  (that  he  is 
an  un-mformed  trufs-maker^  than  bimfelf 
The  mifchiefs  brought  on  patients  by  the 
ignorance  of  trufs-makersy  have  too  long 
been  a reproach  againfl  the  prad;itioners  of 
furgery,  and  a difgrace  to  humanity. 

' If  I wifhed  to  profit  by  the  mifcries 
brought  upon  mankind  by  ignorance,  I know 
no  furer  method  than  that  of  abandoning 
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patients  to  common  trufs-makers and  the 
more  ignorant,  the  more  proper  to  fulfil  the 
diabolical  purpofe. 

In  ray  Chirurgical  EJfays,  by  pointing 
out  the  dangers,  I endeavoured  to  teach 
raanKind  WHAT  ought  to  be  guarded  againd. 
But  I confefs  Sheldrake  goes  beyond  my 
humble  endeavours  ; for,  by  publicly,  and  I 
had  almofl;  faid  honefily^  declaring  himfelf  an 
un- informed  trtifs-maker — he  drikes  at  the 
root  of  the  evil,  by  warning  the  Public,  who 
the  perfon  is  that  ought  to  be  avoided  j and 
there  is  no  doubt  but  every  patient  who 
values  his  health,  his  manhood,  or  his  life, 
will  pay  a proper  attention  to  his  declaration. 
Thus  much,  at  lead:,  mud:  be  allowed,  that 
having  apprifed  his  employers  (if  he  has 
any)  what  they  have  to  trud:  to,  they  ought 
not  in  future  to  blame  him  for  any  ill  con- 
fequences  his  particular  ignorance  may  bring 
upon  them. 

Yet  it  certainly  is,  and  ought  to  beafer- 
vice  of  danger  for  the  un-informed  to  meddle 
with  the  treatment  of  difeafes.  One  Raynes, 
an  advertifing  rupture-dodor,  was  cad:  in  a 
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hundred  guineas  damages  for  his  mal-treat« 
men-t  of  a poor  man  at  Wandfwoi'th.  The 
patient  is  now  in  his  grave,  a vidtim  to 
credulity,  and  the  Dodtor  (as  he  calls  him- 
felf ) is  retired  to  his  Villa  near  Hammerjmith  '^ 
for  the  benefit  of  mankind. 

But  let  us  turn  from  fuch  contemptible 
objedts  as  Raynes  and  Sheldrake,  and  en- 
deavour to  recolledl  the  obligations  I have 
been  under  to  you. 

When  Sheldrake’s  infamous  libel  was 
publifhed,  and  he  was  fecure  from  perfonal 
relentment,  only  by  his  ineannefs — while  I 
was  obliged  to  wait  the  flow,  but  certain  re- 
medy of  the  law — you  afforded  me  an  oppor- 
tunity of  convincing  the  Town,  that  a gen- 
tleman could  not  attempt  to  injure  me  with, 
impunity. 

But  you  mufl  allow  your  apology  was 
no  recompence  for  my  being  involved  in  a 
law-fuit  for  the  recovery  of  my  fees.  I 
was  determined  to  fland  up  for  the  rights 
of  furgeons,  and  I was  fuccefsful. 

Mr.  Hunter,  whofe  name  mufl  ever  be 
mentioned  with  refpedt,  who  attended  the 
^afe  with  me,  gave  evidence,  and  declared  the 
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juflnefs  of  my  charge,  and  the  jury  confe- 
quently  gave  me  a verdift  for  every  guinea 
of  my  demand.  But  what  was  infinitely  of 
more  confequencc  to  me  than  the  recovery 
of  forty  guineas,  it  afforded  an  opportu- 
nity of  hearing  Mr.  Hunter’s  fentimcnts  of 
my  conduct,  in  one  of  the  mod  difficult  fitu- 
ations  a furgeon  can  poffibly  be  engaged 
in.  The  cafe  was  a flrangulated  Rupture, 
and  had  been  brought  on  in  confequence  of 
an  improper  trufs.  Mr,  Hunter  declared, 
that  I had  taken  every  mcafure  to  fave  the 
patient’s  life,  and  that  I performed  the  ope- 
ration for  the  ftrangulatcd  Rupture,  as  well 
as  any  furgeon  in  Europe  could  do  it. 
Such  a declaration  from  Mr.  Hunter  would 
elevate  a furgeon  lefs  ambitious  to  excel  in 
his  profeffion  than  I profefs  mylelf  to  be, 
an4  I cannot  help  thinking  myfelf  obliged 
to  you  for  the  public  opportunity  of  hearing 
his  approbation. 

I have  in  this  Letter  taken  notice  of  your 
having  been  obliged  to  make  mean  apology. 
The  fadt,  however  true,  could  not  entirely 
juftify  my  fpeaking  of  it  in  fuch  terms,  if 
your  condudf  afterwards  had  not  difcharged 
me  from  obferving  an  extreme  degree  of 
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delicacy  towards  you.  I have  no  reafon  to 
doubt  your  perfonal  courage ; but  no  degree 
of  courage  (hall  fcreen  any  man  from  my 
juft  refentment,  nor  prevent  my  pointing  out 
whatever  appears  to  me  proper  to  clear  up 
any  thing  that  may  have  a tendency  to  do 
wrong  to  my  character. 

Yet  I once  hoped,  that  our  mifunderftand- 
ing  might  have  been  fuffered  to  link  into 
oblivion } but  that  too  has  been  mifreprefent- 
ed ; and  even  at  fo  diftant  a period,  I find  it 
neceflary  to  take  fome  ftep  to  ftate  the  matter 
as  it  was.  To  do  fo  fairly,  I know  no  better* 
method  than  to  publifti  the  Letters.  If  I 
knew  a better,  I would  accede  to  it.  But  this 
has  been  the  advice  of  friends  whom  I refpedt, 
and,  if  I did  not  comply  with  their  opinion 
before,  it  proceeded  from  an  averfion  to 
trouble  the  Public.  I think  it  but  fair,  to  ap- 
prife  you  of  my  intention,  and  could  not 
help  embracing  this  opportunity  of  faying 
what  1 have  faid. 

It  would  feem  to  diftruft  the  candour  of\ 
the  Public  to  think  an  apology  neceflary;  for 
every  man  of  honour  will  allow,  that  fome 
indulgence  is  due  to  him  who  is  called  for- 
ward in  his  own  vindication.^* 
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Confcious  of  the  redtitude  of  my  own 
condudt,  I fear  no  quality  of  adverfary  who 
will  ftand  forward  openly. 

As  a furgcon,  my  fuccefs  has  certainly 
equalled  ray  utmoft  hopes.  But  far  from 
thinking  myfelf  above  any  part  of  rny 
profeffion,  where  the  health  and  fafety  of  my 
patient,  and  my  fuccefs  and  reputation  are 
concerned;  I am  neither  fo  mean  norfone-r' 
ceffitous,  as  to  feek  employment  or  to  accept 
of  it  upon  any  other  terms,  than  thofe,  which 
tend  to  fupport  the  honour  and  independ- 
ence of  furgery,  and  which  are  proper,  while 
I difcharge  the  duties  of  a furgeon,  for  fup- 
porting  the  neceffary  privileges  of  a gen- 
tleman. 

In  concluding,  I will  give  you  leave  to 
fay,  that  1 have  ufed  a language  which  carries 
flrpng  marks  of  felf-approbation but  at  the 
fame  time,  you  muft  permit  me  to  alTure  you, 
that  the  defeat  of  Mr.  Ford  and  Sheldrake 
the  trufs-maker  cannot  make  me  vain. 

I am.  Sir, 

Yours,  &c. 

Soho-Square, 

March '27th,  1784. 

T.  BRAND, 


